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Good evening ladies and gentlemen. My name is Day Lancaster, the Vice Chairman of the Japan-America Society of Georgia. I am so pleased to see so many leaders and members of the Society join us this evening to celebrate the awarding of the Foreign Minister of Japan’s Commendation. 
I was asked to speak about the history of the JASG this evening. Unfortunately, we don’t have enough time to go over everything and I will have to give a shortened version of our history. There are so many things I can speak about and apologize that I must leave some things out…
2010 is certainly a very important year for U.S. – Japan relations. It is the 150 year anniversary of the establishment of the Embassy of Japan in the U.S. It is the 50 year anniversary of the Security Treaty between the U.S. and Japan. And of course, it is the 30 year anniversary of the Japan-America Society of Georgia.
It was not until the 1960’s and 1970’s that Georgia began to develop as a major focal point of U.S. - Japan relations.  Among a number of “pioneers” that helped initiate Japan - Georgia relations was Governor Carl Sanders.  Governor Sanders, along with Governor Katsushi Terazono of Kagoshima Prefecture, established a sister state relationship between Georgia and Kagoshima. The link to Kagoshima and Governor Sanders’ visit there focused attention to Georgia in Japan and also paved the way for regular visits of Georgia businessmen and academics to Japan and for delegations of Japanese to visit Georgia.

Another primary factor in the development of Japan - Georgia ties was the maturation of Japan as an advanced industrial state with a substantial export market in the United States. To increase Japanese investment in Georgia, President Jimmy Carter, who was Georgia’s Governor at the time, opened a Georgia trade and investment development office in Tokyo in 1973 to publicize Georgia’s advantages to potential investors. Ties between Japan and Georgia strengthened even more in 1974 when the Japanese government established a new Consulate General office in Atlanta with Consul General Kazuo Chiba serving as its first Consul General here in Atlanta. 
Governor George Busbee built upon and greatly extended the achievements of the Carter years.  Most notably, Governor Busbee took the lead along with Consul General Chiba in founding the Southeast U.S. (SEUS) - Japan Association in 1975.  Even today, the Association brings top business leaders from Japan and the Southeast together to promote trade and economic development.  

At the end of the 1970’s, there were approximately one thousand Japanese citizens residing in Georgia and some fifty-five Japanese companies located here, including YKK and Murata, who were the first Japanese manufacturing companies to come to Georgia.  And in 1979, a group of Georgians from the business and academic community came together to form a planning committee for the creation of a Japan-America Society of Georgia (JASG), an organization whose mission would be to promote the mutual understanding between the people of Japan and Georgia.  
This planning committee consisted of Anne Godsey, Allen Judd, Michael McMullen, and George Waldner. We are lucky to have 2 members of this committee to be here tonight. Will Anne and Allen please come up so that we can all thank you for starting this organization? Everyone let’s give them a round of applause.

Anne, Allen, and their committee were aided greatly in their efforts by the enthusiastic support of the Coca-Cola Company. And thanks to the hard work of our pioneer members and support from Coke, the Japan-America Society of Georgia was created and was officially incorporated in 1980 with Dr. George Waldner being the first Executive Director.   In addition, Governor George Busbee and Consul General of Japan in Atlanta at the time, Consul General Kawade were elected Honorary Co-Chairmen.  

As they say, the rest is history!

Since September 1980, the JASG has sponsored a wide range of activities in support of its basic purpose to promote friendship between the people of Japan and Georgia.  Just to name a few, the Scociety has hosted and been part of countless corporate luncheons & receptions, Japanese cultural events, golf tournaments, Annual Dinners and Bonenkai Dinners, student exchange programs, Japanese language competitions, and much more. 

One of the most important projects that the Society has been part of is JapanFest. Co-organized by the Society along with the Consulate General of Japan and the Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Georgia, JapanFest has now become one of the largest Japanese festivals in the Southeast, drawing nearly 20,000 visitors every year! And, oh by the way, JapanFest 2010 is coming in 2 weeks on September 18th and 19th again at the Gwinnett Convention Center. Please contact the JASG office for more information and we look forward to seeing you there.
Today, the Society has close to 750 members and through the efforts of staff and hundreds of volunteers, the JASG continues to foster understanding, communication, and friendship among Japanese and Georgians.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of the Japan-America Society, I would like to thank Consul General Hanatani for endorsing the Society and the work we have done to promote the mutual understanding between the people of Japan and Georgia to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The JASG would not be here today if it was not for all the support from the Consulate and all of its staff members. We are honored and deeply grateful for the Foreign Minister’s Commendation. Thank you very much.
That being said, I would like to toast to the next 30 years of the Society and continuing to work closely with the Consulate to strengthen the friendship and goodwill between Japan and Georgia.
Cheers and Kampai!

